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Highlights of Insect Conditions 


BEET LEAF HOPPER widespread on spinach in Dimmit and Zavala 
Counties, Texas. (p. 1081). 


INDIAN-MEAL MOTH and Ephestia spp. heavily infesting new-crop 
peanuts in some counties of Georgia. (p. 1083). 


SUMMARY OF INSECT CONDITIONS ~ 1955 - in Mississippi (p. 1085) 
and Tennessee (p. 1088). 
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WEATHER BUREAU'!S 30-DAY OUTLOOK 
December 1955 


The Weather Bureau's 30-day outlook for December calls for tempera- 
tures to average above normal in the Southeast and near normal in the 
Middle Atlantic States, the Ohio Valley, and West Gulf States. In the 
remainder of the nation below normal temperatures are expected, with 
the coldest weather in the Northern Plains. 


Precipitation in the form of rain and snow is predicted to exceed normal 

in States bordering the Mississippi and Ohio Valleys, the Northern Rocky 
Mountains, and the West Coast. Subnormal amounts are indicated in the 

Southwest and Southeast, and near normal elsewhere. 


This report released by the Weather Bureau on December 2, 1955. 


Weather forecast given here is based on the official 30-day "Resume 
and Outlook", published twice a month by the Weather Bureau. You can 
subscribe through Sul erintendent of Documents, Washington 25, D.C. 
Price $4. 80 a year, $2, 40 for six months. 
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WEATHER FOR THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 5, 1955 


Last week's weather was characterized by unseasonably low tempera- 
tures and widespread precipitation which extended the snow cover in 
the western half of the Nation and restored soil moisture in much of the 
South. 


As acold Arctic air mass which covered the central United States at 
the beginning of the period moved out over the Atlantic by December 2, 
temperatures gradually moderated until the weekend, when another 
surge of cold Arctic air overspread virtually the entire country again 
reducing temperatures to well below normal levels. 


Early in the week minimum temperatures fell to subzero levels from 
the Great Lakes to the Rockies, and freezing occurred everywhere 
except on the West Coast and in a few extreme southern localities. On 
the morning of November 30 Tallahassee, Jacksonville, and Tampa, — 
Florida reported 26°, 29°, and 87° respectively, and freezing and 
light frost occurred in inland areas of the Florida Peninsula as far 
south as Polk County. 


Average temperature departures for the week were 18° below normai 

in western North Dakota tapering off to about 39 below near the Coasts 
and in the extreme South, In the North Central interior where the severe 
coid weather has persisted for 4 or 5 weeks the past November was one 
of the coldest on record. 


Precipitation occurred daily in the Great Lakes region and adjacent 
areas and the Pacific Northwest. On December 1 and 2, rain or snow 
fell everywhere except in the Florida Peninsula and a few spots in the 
far Southwest. 


The week's moisture, totaling from 1 to 6 inches from eastern Texas 
to Georgia, restored soil moisture in many areas where it had been 
depleted by the summer and fall drought. In parts of Missouri and the 
central and lower Great Plains, however, amounts were too light to 
afford relief to the dry surface soils. 


Moderate to heavy snows fell over much of the western half of the Nation 
and in northern areas east of the Mississippi. Heaviest snow in the 
Central Interior fell during the weekend storm when amounts exceeding 
a foot were measured in South Dakota and parts of Minnesota. Thunder 
and lightning occurred at Minneapolis during this storm, the first such 
occurrence there in December since 1891. At the end of the period 
snow covered most of the Rocky Mountain ranges, the Cascades, and 
the Sierras above 3, 500 feet. In central areas snow now covers the 
ground north of a line running from northwestern Kansas to Alpena, 
Michigan, with extreme depths of 14 inches in eastern South Dakota, 
24 inches at Duluth, Minn., and 29 inches at Houghton, Mich. Depths 
in northern New England range from 2 to 10 inches. 

(Summary Supplied by U.S. Weather Bureau). 
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SPOTTED ALFALFA APHID - ARIZONA - In nine alfaifa fields used 
for periodic check in Maricopa County, average population was 3. 58 
per leaflet, November 29, compared with 3.46 November 17-18, ce- 
spite the fact that populations were greatly reduced between dates, 
Average population in six untreated fields was 5, 21 per leafiet 
November 29, compared with 3. 39 November 17-18, Ponoulations in 
one untreated field reached 22, 27 per leaflet and foliage damage was 
about 60 percent. Increase begun in late September and early October 
still in progress. Predator population low in late November. (Ariz. 
Coop. Rept.). TEXAS - Light local infestation on alfalfa in Dimmit 
County. (Richardson). NEBRASKA - Aphid has survived 8 degrees 
below zero in Platte and Republican River Valleys. {Connin, Andersen). 


CLOVER ROOT CURCULIO (Sitona hispidula) - GEORGIA - Moderate 
leaf feeding by adults on crimson clover seedlings in Spalding County, 
November 21. (Tippins). 


LUPINE MAGGOT (Hylemya lupini) - GEORGIA - Caused 100 percent 
damage to terminals of lupine in experimental plots in Tift County, 
November 28. (Benton). FLORIDA - First adults of season on iupine, 
Alachua County. (Kuitert). 


PRUIT INSECTS 

LESSER PEACH TREE BORER (Synanthedon pictipes) - GEORGIA - 
Depositing eggs in commercial peach orchard in central area, November 
eG ae oviposition record under orchard conditions on record. 
Snapp). 


TRUCK CROP INSECTS 

SWEETPOTATO WEEVIL (Cylas formicarius elegantulus) - ALABAMA - 
Specimens collected from six properties near Ashtord, Houston County. 
This is a first record for the county. MISSISSIPPI - A heavy infesta- 

tion found in Leake County. No additional infestations found. LOUISIANA - 
A total of 21 infestations found in a delimiting survey of Lincoln Parish, 
One infestation found in Union Parish. (Sweetpotato Weevil Prog. , Nov. 25). 


BERT LEAF HOPPER (Circulifer tenellus) - TEXAS - Light to heavy 
widespread infestation on spinach in Dimmit and Zavala Counties. 
Populations from 5-60 per 100 sweeps. (Richardson). 
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CROSS-STRIPED CABBAGEW ORM (Evergestis rimosalis) - FLORIDA - 
Infesting collards at raie of one per plant in St. Lucie County, November 
22, (Williams). 


OBLIQUE-BANDED LEAF ROLLER (Archips rosaceana) - VIRGINIA - 
ie Bp oubberty plants in Appomattox County October 3. (Det. USDA). 
Smith), 
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OBSCURE SCALE (Chrysomphalus obscurus) - MARYLAND - Heavy 
infestation on pin oak at Hagerstown, Washington County. (U. Md., 
Ent. Dept. ). 


A BRUCHID (Althaeus hibisci) - VIRGINIA - Extremely heavy on 
hibiscus at one locality in Franklin County, August 31. Emerging from 
seeds and pods in large numbers, (Det. G, B. Vogt). (Amos). 


CRAPEMYRTLE APHID (Myzocallis kahawaluokalani) - FLORIDA - 
Nymphs and adults averaging 25 per leat on crapemyrtle at Clearwater, 
Pinellas County, November 17, (Miller). Averaging 100 per plant on 
crapemyrtle at Sarasota, Sarasota County, November 15. (Bickner). 


A. WHITEFLY (Tetraleurodes sp.) - FLORIDA - Many eggs and nymphs 
per leaf of scrub oak at Lady Lake, Lake County, November 17. (Holder). 


WHITE PEACH SCALE (Pseudaulacaspis pentagona) - FLORIDA - 
Averaging many per Japanese persimmon at Tampa, Hillsborough 
County, November 11. (Thalgott). Adults averaging 50 per stem on 
geranium and 50 per stem on goldenrain tree at Holly Hill, Volusia 
County, November 22 (Roberts) and on kudzuvine at Gainesville, 
Alachua County (Morse). 


WHITE GRUBS - ARIZONA - Reported as more of a nuisance than usual 
this year in Tucson, particularly damaging to young nursery stock. 
Areas near lights most vulnerable. (Ariz. Coop. Rept. ). 


APHIDS - OKLAHOMA - In combination with spider mites, a heavy 
infestation occurred on chrysanthemums in one greenhouse in Oklahoma 
County. (Bower). ARIZONA - Cinara tujafilina nuisance on arborvitae 
in Tucson. Prevalent in sorine and fall, secreting honeydew in quanti- 
ties, (Ariz. Coop. Rept. ). 
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LARGER CANNA LEAF ROLLER (Calpodes ethlius) - FLORIDA - ; 
Paes aueracing two ver canna leaf at Hialeah, Dade County, November l. 
Daigle). 


A WASP MOTH (Lymire edwardsii) - FLORIDA - All leaves of banyan 
trees damaged by larvae at Lakeland, Polk County. (Whitmore). 


INSECTS AFFECTING MAN AND ANIMALS 
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SHEEP SCAB MITE (Psoroptes ecui ovis) - VIRGINIA - Infesting 117 


ewe eS 


of 1224 sheep inspected in November. (Va. Livestock Bul., November). 


STORED PRODUCTS INSECTS 
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Stored Grain Insect Situation, Oklahoma 
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A SOLDIER FLY (Hermetia illucens) (Det. W. W. Wirth) - VIRGINIA - 
Larvae in complex with otitid larvae infesting a trench silo in Surry 
County, September 1. (Amos). 


CONFUSED FLOUR BEETLE (Tribolium confusum) - MARYLAND - 
Moderate infestation of adults and larvae contaminating powdered 
milk at dairy in Baltimore. (U. Md., Ent. Dept.). 


INDIAN-MEAL MOTH (Plodia interpunctella) - GEORGIA - In complex 
with Ephestia spp. heavily infesting a new crop of peanuts in Tift, 
Colquitt, Mitchell and Early Counties, November 17. (La Hue). 


A GRAIN BEETLE (Ahasverus advena) - VIRGINIA - In complex with 
Typhaea stercorea, in large numbers in wheat at one locality in_ 
Augusta County, November ii. Beetles came to surface of grain 
when treated. (Det. USDA). (Morse). 
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MISCELLANEOUS INSECTS 
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BROW N-BANDED ROACH (Supeila supeliectilium) - MARYLAND - 
Annoying in homes in Hyattsville, Prince Georges County. (U. Md., 
Ent. Dept. ). 


TERMITES - FLORIDA - Swarming of Reticulitermes virginicus in 
Broward County, November 11 and 15. (Det. L. A. Hetrick). (Soowal). 


CARPET BEETLES - OKLAHOMA - Damage to rugs and clothing 
in Oklahoma County. (Bower). 
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11/25-12/2): Pseudaletia unipuncta 219; 
La a ma frugiperda ie "A grotis ypsilon 5; 1 DA iGladiaria 2435 Feltia spp. 
42; ( iL /LC=30)2. unipancta ieee 


Winter Haven, 2. frugiperda 33 
A. ypsilon 11; Heliothis zea 4; Feliia _Spp. 219. “TOUISIANA (three 
traps, Taliulak, 11/24-12/2): A. gGiadiaria 10; A. vpsilon 2; Feltia 
subterranea 4: Ee zea 1: P. unix ipuneta, 7 GEORGIA Spalding Co. 5 Co! 
11/19-25): Feitia supterranca ie THE Co. . 11/20-26): PB. unipuncta 3; 
zea 4; A, yosilon 15; F. subterranea 9 ALABAMA (Auburn, 


Jab OSsiLon 
T1726-1273): JS Tinea: A. giediaria i; L. frugiperda 1. (Arant). 
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SUMMARY OF INSECT CONDITIONS - 1905 
MISSISSIPPI 


Prepared by J. M. Langston 
and R. E. Hutchins 
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CLAY-BACKED CUTWORM (Agrotis gladiaria) damaged some corn in 
Oktibbeha County in April and in Forrest County in May. CHINCH BUG 
(Blissus leucopterus) damaged corn in various parts of the State during 
April, May and June. SUGARCANE BEETLE (eemnecl) rugiceps) was 
very numerous and caused widespread damage to young corn in various 
ane during April, May as June. LESSER SOR ISLS aboot 
Elasmopalpus liqnosellus) caused some damage to stands of corn during 
May, June ane July. CORN EARWORM (Heliothis zea) damaged ears of 
corn during early summer. Other insects causing damage to corn dur- 
ing May include SOUTHERN CORN ROOTWORM (Diabrotica undecim- 
punctata howardi) and WHITE-FRINGED BEETLES (Graphognathus sp. ) 
in Forrest County; GRASSHOPPERS (several species) in southern part 
of the State. CORN SILK BEETLE (Luperodes brunneus) was reported 
from Jefferson Davis County in June and from Lincoln County in July. 
YELLOW-STRIPED ARMYWORM (Prodenia ornithoqalli) damaged corn 
in Rankin and Oktibbeha Counties. EUROPEAN CORN BORER (Pyrausta 
nubilalis) was received from Panola County in August. 


ARMYWORM (Pseudaletia unipuncta) lightly infested a 100-acre wheat 
field in Lowndes County April 22, and severely damaged small grain in 
Clay County May 20. GREENBUG (Toxoptera graminum) caused serious 
damage to barley in a 100-acre field in Lowndes County on March 16. 
CLOVER MITE (Bryobia praetiosa) was causing damage to vetch in 
Adams County, clovers in Jackson, Jones and Covington Counties, and 
clover and other piants in Oktibbeha County in March and April. A 
BLISTER BEETLE (Epicauta sp.) was notedfeeding on soybeans in some 
counties. SORGHUM WEBWORM (Celama sorghiella) caused severe 
damage to sorghum grown for seed in Clay and Lowndes Counties in 
September. ‘Two infestations of GROUND PEARLS (Marqarodes sp. ) 
were found in Forrest County where lawn grass was being killed. An-~ 
other infestation was reported in Pearl River County. A new infestation 
of a WHITE-FRINCED BEETLE (Graphognathus peregrinus ) was recent-- 
ly found in Newton County. 


Fruit Insects 


pecan trees in July and August. ORIENTAL FRUIT MOTH (Grapholitha 
molesta) was reported from Panola County early in June on peach trees. 
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PECAN BUD MOTH (Gretchena bolliana) damaged a young pecan or- 
chard in Madison County in July. HICKORY SHUCKWORM (Laspeyresia 
caryana) damaged pecan nuts in Bolivar County. .SHOT-HOLE BORER 
(Scolytus ruqulosus) damaged peach trees in Monroe, Lauderdale and 
®uitman Counties, 


Fee aay eR aesects 

MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE (Epilachna varivestis) was not reported 
during the early part of the season, but caused damage in Franklin 
County in October. BLACK CUTWORM (Agrotis ypsilon) damaged 
vegetables in Jackson County in October and GRASSHOPPERS caused 
damage there in May. SEED-CORN MACGOT (Hylemya cilicrura) 
injured planted potatoes in March in Grenada County and in April in 
Webster County. VEGETABLE WEEVIL (Listroderes costirostris 
obliquus) larvae damaged vegetables in Jones County early in March. 
Adults and larvae caused more than usual damage in April in Covington, 
Forrest, Leake and Webster Counties, The adults were reported as 
unusually numerous in Bolivar and Lowndes Counties early in May, and 
adults were received from Choctaw County late in June. PICKLEWORM 
‘Diaphania nitidalis) caused serious damage to cucurbits in Marshall 
County in August. FALL ARMYWORM (Laphygma frugiperda) was 
feeding on turnips in Oktibbeha County and on peppers in Holmes County 
in October. SOUTHERN ARMYWORM (Prodenia eridania) was report~ 
ed the first time this year on October 7, and was damaging vegetables 
in Itawamba County October 28. SWEETPOTATO WEEVIL (Cylas 
formicarius elegantulus) was found in Rankin County on October 21. 
Other pests reported damaging vegetables include SPIDER MITES 


(Tetranychus sp.) June 3 and 24; BLISTER BEETLE (Epicauta sp. ) 
June 10; FALSE CHINCH BUG (Nysius ericae) in July and October. 
Cotton Insects. 

BOLL WEEVIL (Anthonomus grandis) was the most important enemy 

of cotton in Mississippi in 1955. These insects were out of hibernation 
and began puncturing cotton squares in early June. Numerous rains 

in July were favorable to high infestations during that month, but the 
lack of rains during August and September gave farmers a chance to 
control the insects, resulting in a good yield of cotton per acre. BOLL- 
WORM (Heliothis zea) damaged cotton squares in various counties about 
July 1, and by mid-August heavy infestations were reported, especially 
from the "delta" counties. Eggs were still being laid early in September 
and cotton bolls were being damaged in a number of counties. COTTON 
LEAFWORM (Alabama Seeiliae ea) appeared in some sections of the 
State in October after the crop was made, and no damage was caused. 
Other insects causing a small amount of damage to cotton were GRASS- 
HOPPERS of several species, WHITE-FRINGED BEETLES (Graphog- 
nathus sp.) in Forrest County in May and CORN SILK BEETLE (Luper- 
odes brunneus) in July. 
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Forest, Ornamental and Shade Tree Insects 
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FOREST TENT CATERPILLAR (Malacosoma disstria) was revorted 


aged pine trees in Jackson County early in May, while I. cali rep hus 
and I, avulsus were received from Wayne County early in October, 
COTTONWOOD LEAF BEETLE (Chrysomela scripta) seriously de- 
foliated a newly established 50-acre cottonwood plantation in Bolivar 
County in July. Other insects reported on trees were RED-HEADED 
PINE SAWFLY (Neodiprion lecontei) on pine in August and YELLOW- 
NECKED CATERPILLAR (Datana ministra) on oak in September. AN 
OAK SCALE (Lecanium quercifex) was reported from Attala, Hinds, 
Oktibbeha and Madison Counties on shade trees early in April. FLAT- 
HEADED APPLE TREE BORER (Chrysobothris femorata) was received 
in May with the information that oak shade trees were being killed. 
FALL WEBWORM (Hyphantria cunea) was reported from Oktibbeha 
County on May 27 and September 2, Trom Wayne County September 2, 
and from Jackson County October 7. ELM LEAF BEETLE (Galerucella 
xanthomelaena) defoliated elm trees in Marshall County early in June, 
and in ‘lippah County early in August. This is the first time this insect 
has caused damage in this State. BACWORM (Thyridopteryx ephemerae- 
fornis) damaged shrubbery in Itawamba County in June and in Oktibbeha 
County in August. IRIS BORER (Macronoctua onusta) was received in 
August from Coahoma County for the first time. ‘This is the second 
county from which this insect has been received, A heavy infestation 
of WHITE PEACH SCALE (Psesudaulacaspis pentaqona) was reported 
from Washington County early in September, FULLER ROSE BEETLE 
(Pantomorus godmani) and P. taeniatulus damaged azalea plants in 


Forrest and Lamar Counties in September. 
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SUMMARY OF INSECT CONDITIONS - 1955 
TENNESSEE 
Reported by R. P. Mullett 
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ARMYWORMS were not nearly so abundant or so destructive as in the pre- 
ceding two years. Roughly 52,000 acres were infested in 1955, Con- 
trols were applied to approximately 38,000 acres. Of the 52, 000 

acres infested, approximately 15, 000 acres were very lightly infested 
and little damage was sustained. It is estimated that on the areas on 
which controls were applied, a saving of $660,000 was made. The 
economic loss was estimated to be $100,000. Major outbreaks were 

in middle Tennessee, with severe infestation in two or three western 
counties. There was little infestation in the eastern third of the State. 
Serious local outbreaks of CUTWORMS (Agrotis gladiaria, Feltia sub- 
gothica) occurred in March and April in scattered areas in pastures 
over the State. Widespread infestations of SUGARCANE BEETLE 
(Euetheola rugiceps) occurred in the western part of the State on corn. 
Scattered serious infestations occurred in middle and eastern Tennessee. 
This insect also attacked cotton and strawberries in very local situa- 
tions. CORN BORER was prevalent over the State. Infestations were 
light. 


FALL ARMYWORM (Laphygqma frugiperda) appeared in the State but 
was confined to budworm activities in late corn and did little damage. 
No army-type outbreaks occurred in newly-sown small grains and 
pastures as in previous years. Heavy local infestations of various 
species of BLISTER BEETLES were noted in alfalfa fields scattered 
across the State. MEADOW SPITTLEBUG (Philaenus leucophthalmus), 
which has been building up the previous two years in the Banter third 
of the State, was much reduced on alfalfa and clovers, apparently by 
the extremely cold spell which occurred about the time this insect 
normally appears. PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) was abundant on 
alfalfa in April but was fairly well controlled by parasites. The 
GRASSHOPPER infestation which appeared generally over the State 
early in the season was drastically curtailed for some reason. 
SORGHUM WEBWORM (Celama sorghiella) caused heavy, scattered 
damage in this crop over the State, Extensive control efforts were 
carried on against this pesi, particularly in the western part of the 
State. SORCHUM MIDGE (Contarina sorghicola) also caused light 
damage in local areas in middle Tennessee. Control efforts were 
applied for control of BEAN LEAF BEETLE (Cerotoma trifurcata) 

in scattered situations in the western part of the State. 
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Cotton Insects. 

grandis) could be found coming out of hibernation. However, avery 
favorable season for this insect developed and by the end of July 
numbers had build up to serious outbreak proportions in the eight 
southwestern counties. Widespread control efforts were put into 
effect, although such efforts were hampered by rank growth of cot- 
ton. Virtually all tractor-operated insect control efforts had to be 
stopped because of the extreme height of the crop at the end of the 
season. BOLLWORMS caused little damage to the cotton this year. 
There were scattered local infestations of SPIDER MITES, and no 
LEAFWORMS appeared in this State, CORN BORER was found in- 
festing small portions of a very few cotton fields. 


Truck Crop Insects _ 

Common vegetable insects were present this summer in normal 
numbers over the State, The MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE (Epilachna 
varivestis), which was virtually non-existent last year, returned to 
normal numbers this season. Light infestations of CORN EARWORM 
(Heliothis zea) were found in commercial pepper-producing areas. 
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TOBACCO BUDWORM (Heliothis sp.) was the most serious tobacco 


A few VEGETABLE WEEVILS (Listroderes costirostris obliquus) 
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present all over the State, causing widespread defoliation of their 
respective host trees. BAGWORMS also were quite prevalent on 
conifers and various conifer shrubs, An outbreak of LINDEN 
LOOPER (Erannis tiliaria) defoliated 200-300 acres of timber in 
Greene and Hawkins Counties. Serious infestations of SOUTHERN 
PINE BARK BEETLE, which existed in upper Tennessee last 
season, were drastically reduced this year by weather conditions 
being unfavorable for this insect. An infestation of JAPANESE 
BEETLE (Popillia japonica) was located in Johnson County. The 
infestation covered aoout 700 acres. Eradicative measures 

were applied by the State Department of Agriculture. 


Cattle Pests 


HORN FLY (Siphona irritans) was quite prevalent this season over 
the State. CA'T’TLE GRUBS (Hypoderma spp.) were present in 
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moderate, normal numbers, No cases of SCREW-WORMS (Calli- 

troga hominivorax) were reported this year. HOUSE FLIES were 

slow in starting but build up in July and August in large numbers around 
dairy barns. LICE infestations were few and scattered. 


Household Pests_ 

BOXELDER BUGS, FLEAS, CLOVER MITES and TERMITES were 
widely reported in homes. Many people reported being bothered by 
mosquitoes around the home, the first of any such general report 
in several years. Many infestations of POWDER POST BEETLE 


were also present, 
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